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Debate begins on new nuclear plant proposal 
 
A new nuclear power plant built near Newport was alternately described as a boon to 
the economy or a curse on the community during back-to-back federal hearings 
Wednesday in Monroe. 
 
Backers said the DTE Energy project would provide jobs, needed tax base and clean 
energy for the future. Critics said it would burden electric customers and pose a threat 
to health, safety and the environment. 
 
About 150 people attended two three-hour sessions held by the federal Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission at Monroe County Community College. The purpose of the 
meetings was to help determine the issues federal regulators should consider in 
assessing the environmental impact of such a plant. 
 
DTE has applied for a construction and operation license for a 1,500-megawatt Fermi 
3 reactor to be built just southwest of its operating Fermi 2 nuclear plant on the shores 
of Lake Erie. The project, which might cost as much as $10 billion, could start 
operating by 2020. 
 
But Ron May, a DTE senior vice president, emphasized that the utility isn't committed 
to the project yet.  
 
"We haven't decided to build a nuclear power plant," he said. "We're in the game, but 
we haven't committed yet to build." 
 
He said the utility might not need the power the plant would generate for another 15 
or 20 years and its application for a license was timed to make it eligible for federal 
tax incentives if it moved ahead with the project. 
 
Monroe County Commissioner Floreine Mentel, who represents Frenchtown 
Township where the plant would be built, commended the utility for environmental 
stewardship and said the plant would mean "an influx of good-paying jobs." 
Projections are that 2,400 temporary construction jobs would be generated and 400 to 
700 permanent staff jobs. 
 
"This is a significant investment that would stabilize the local tax base, which has 
been battered by falling home prices and industrial losses," she said. 
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But Nancy Seubert, coordinator of the Justice, Peace and Sustainability office of the 
Monroe-based Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, said she was 
concerned about the larger financial risks such a plant would pose. 
 
Costs include funding for disposal of nuclear waste, insuring against accidents and 
eventual decommissioning of the plant.  
 
"These added costs are all shouldered by taxpayers," she said. 
 
Kay Cumbow of Citizens for Alternatives to Chemical Contamination said the 
planning and review of the project "is being done way too hastily." She also said the 
investment in the plant would be better spent on developing wind, solar or other 
alternative power sources. And she noted that nuclear plants are potential terrorism 
targets.  
 
"No terrorist is going to go after a wind turbine," she said. 
 
Connie Carroll, director of the United Way of Monroe County, lauded DTE for 
charitable contributions and community involvement. "Construction of a Fermi 3 
would most definitely enrich the economic environment of Monroe County," she said. 
 
Environmental issues were on the mind of Sandy Bihn, Lake Erie waterkeeper, who 
said the NRC should consider the effects of warm water discharges from such a plant 
on the ecology of Maumee Bay, fish deaths, phosphorus pollution and algae growth. 
She also said a surface water analysis should encompass Lake Erie's western basin, 
not merely the area around Monroe. 
 
Dr. Donald Spencer, superintendent of the Monroe County Intermediate School 
District, said DTE's Fermi 2 plant is a model for efficient and safe operation and the 
company and its employees "make Monroe County a better place to live." 
 
"Our economy also needs a shot in the arm that a construction project of this 
magnitude would supply to the region," he said. 
 
The problem of nuclear waste disposal was a concern underscored by Kevin Kamps of 
Beyond Nuclear, an industry watchdog group. Mr. Kamps gave a clinic on the 
dilemma of nuclear waste disposal.  
 
"The only real solution is to stop generating it," he said. "Fermi 3 should be stopped 
because of the dangerous radioactive wastes it would generate." 
 



But Tracy Oberleiter, chairman of the Monroe County Economic Development Corp., 
said the group was excited to hear of the potential plans.  
 
"This is a rare and unique opportunity that other communities could only dream 
about," he said. 
 
His remarks were echoed by William Morris, president of the Monroe County 
Industrial Development Corp., who cited the erosion of jobs and tax base in the area.  
 
"Due to conditions such as these, many of our young people have to leave home to 
start out their careers in other areas of the country that are enjoying more robust 
economies," he said. "Our brightest and most earnest workers may well become 
Monroe County's largest export." 
 
But Monroe resident Frank Mantei said nuclear power industry jobs are much more 
costly per job than jobs generated by investment in alternative energy, "which would 
give us the biggest bang for the buck." 
 
Plant construction would create jobs, he conceded, "but who would pay for these very 
expensive jobs - the electrical customers of DTE through higher electric rates." He 
said the plant would be "a real economic boondoggle." 
 
Yet Ron Sweat, business manager of Plumbers & Pipefitters Local 671 and former 
Fermi 2 worker, said nuclear jobs enriched the community. He said alternative energy 
is an option, but "the sun isn't always shining here in Michigan and the wind isn't 
always blowing." 
 
"I think it would be a winning situation for the community to build this next unit," he 
said. 
 
Sister Joan Mumaw, IHM vice president, said the NRC should consider the effect of 
routine radiation releases from the plant on at-risk populations such as pregnant 
women, children and the elderly. That's one of the factors that concerns the IHM, 
which has 180 elderly residents living within 10 miles of the proposed site. 
 
NRC officials said a summary of the comments with a response to pertinent issues 
would be ready by July. They will issue a draft of their environmental impact 
statement and hold a hearing on it next year and expect to issue a final environmental 
impact statement in 2011. 
 
Written comments on the scope of the environmental review may be submitted by 



mail or e-mail no later than Feb. 9. Mailed comments should be sent to Chief, 
Rulemaking, Directives and Editing Branch, Division of Administrative Services, 
Office of Administration, Mailstop TWB-05-B01M, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, Washington, D.C. 20555-0001 or e-mailed to Fermi3.coleis@nrc.gov.  
 
The utility’s own environmental report on the proposed plant is on file at the Monroe 
County Library System's Ellis Reference & Information Center, 3700 S. Custer Rd. 
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